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INTRODUCTION 

 The word ROMA means a human. 

 The naming Roma became official in 1971 
(established by the First World Romani Congress). 

 The name "Gypsy" was given to the nomadic groups 
in Europe several centuries ago. 

 The Roma are the most numerous European 
minority. 

 The social status of the Roma is markedly lower 
than the social status of the general population. 



THE ROMA IN SLOVENIA 

According to the unofficial data, there are between 
8,000 and10,000 members of the Roma ethnic 

community in Slovenia, although, within the 
censuses, significantly less people identified 

themselves as the Roma. 

 

A large proportion of the Roma live in difficult social 
conditions, mainly due to the low level of 

education, poverty, but also because of 
discrimination. 



BIVALNE RAZMERE ROMOV 

The Roma live in extremely poor living conditions, 
especially in the Dolenjska region and also in some 
settlements in Prekmurje. 

The public utility is usually not regulated in the 
settlements, there is no electricity or water. 

A specific problem is the problem of land 
ownership. 

Social exclusion is also reflected in the fact that 
Roma settlements are situated on the outskirts or 
outside the settlements, separated from the rest of 
the population. 





THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE ROMA 

 The employment of the Roma is hampered by the 
fact that their educational level is low or 
insufficient. 

 It is difficult for the Roma to get a job, they are 
always the first ones to be made redundant or are 
at the tail of waiting lists at the Employment 
Service. 

 Many employers discriminate against the Roma, 
as by a surname itself they know who is Roma. 

 For the majority of Roma families, the most 
common and reliable source of livelihood is still 
financial social assistance. 





EDUCATION 

 The field of education is also characterized by 
inequality and exclusion for Roma children. 

 Roma children are often segregated in the school 
system. 

 An above average number of Roma children 
attend "special schools" or schools with a special 
curriculum for children with learning difficulties. 

 Very few children are involved in preschool 
education. 





  ROMA WOMEN 

 Among the Roma in Slovenia, there are, on 
average, more women than men. 

 Roma women are one of the most vulnerable and 
discriminated groups. 

 A Roma woman is oppressed due to her gender, 
class as well as belonging to an ethnic minority. 

 Roma women have long remained unseen in their 
poverty and suffering. 





A WOMAN IN A ROMA FAMILY 

 Roma women mostly live in patriarchically 
arranged families. As a result of patriarchal 
traditions, many Roma women do not enjoy the 
full respect for their freedom of choice in the 
matters concerning the most fundamental 
decisions in their lives, and are thus hindered in 
the enjoyment of their fundamental human 
rights. 

 In the Roma community, an important role is 
given to the oldest woman in the lineage, which 
has the title PHURI DEJ (grandmother). 





DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ROMA 
WOMEN 

 Roma women face severe discrimination in various forms 
and with interrelated effects, fueled by widespread 
stereotypes known as "anti-Gypsyism". 

 Many Roma girls are either excluded completely from 
education systems or they are placed into separate 
schools. 

 Roma women face prejudices in employment. 

 They also face discrimination in the access to health care. 

 Roma women are also often the victims of human 
trafficking throughout Europe. 



 
THE POVERTY OF ROMA WOMEN 

 A Roma woman is oppressed by the environment 
on grounds of race, low level of education, poverty, 
while in a family she is subordinated because of 
being a woman. 

 

 The poverty affects women a lot as they are 
expected to cope with poverty, to keep the family 
together, to take care of the household. 

 

 The poverty also has a negative impact on the 
health of Roma women. 



EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 

 Roma women are generally less educated than men. 
 In the past, it was believed among the Roma that women 

do not need to know how to read and write, as their main 
task was to take care of the family. 

 Roma women are in a more disadvantaged position than 
men regarding employment because they are less 
educated. 

 Roma women are mostly unemployed. 
 Those women who are employed are mainly engaged in 

the work with a lower degree of complexity. 





CONCLUSION 

The situation of Roma women is changing, but very slowly.  

 

Roma women have begun to take on also more important 
roles in the society. 

 

The issue of Roma women is in the background of general 
Roma issues and we should therefore highlight it and 

start working in this field as well. 
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