
The consequences of poor monitoring of the impact of social 

transfers and reflections on proposals to improve the 

effectiveness of a "social state" 

 

Slovenia is an EU member and as such a democratic and a social state, which is historically 

speaking in terms of humanism, a great asset. Like any system innovation in the 

development of civilizations, this one too brings certain weaknesses with it and raises new 

challenges in upgrading the existing social system. 

 

SOCIAL TRANSFERS and other fringe benefits 

a) Child allowance 

b) Social welfare (financial aid) 

c) Parental allowance 

d) Subsidies for rent 

e) Subsidies for kindergarten 

f) School meals 

g) Legal aid 

h) RTV subscription 

i) Non-payment of penalties 

 

NEGATIVE EFFECTS of social transfers 

1. The lack of motivation for finding a job 

2. The lack of motivation for education 

3. The lack of motivation for the obedience of law (non-payment of fines) 

4. An increase in the non-productive part of the population 

5. The phenomenon of lifelong dependence on social transfers (the most a common 

occurrence with the Roma) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE 1: an increase in the number of the Roma from 1984 to 2015 

SETTLEMENT/YEAR 1984 1995 1997 2003 2008 2011 2014 2015 Index/N 

Brezje/Žabjak 214 309 373 446 535 598 646 657 3,07 

Šmihel 50 72 87 99 114 107 133 125 2,50 

Poganci 42 55 73 70 67 52 57 66 1,57 

Ruperč vrh 42 58 66 65 46 65 71 88 2,09 

Otočec 21 24 58 17 17 23 25 27 1,29 

Ukrat 18 19 24 31 31 38 35 49 2,7 

Novo mesto 0 0 19 18 18 12 23 15 15 

Graben 10 11 11 14 8 0   0 0 

SKUPAJ 397 548 674 760 836 895 990 1027 1027 

Index  /  year 1984                                  1,38     1,69    1,91    2,10    2,25    2,49    2,58    

 

How to overcome the "Gordian knot" of negative effects of the welfare state? The 

whole EU is asking this question nowadays and trying to adapt to the current 

situation. Above all, it is necessary to realize that there is no unilateral answer that 

would eliminate anomalies for ever. The complexity of social relations requires 

constant change and the search of suitable, time consistent solutions. Those could 

only be reached by a lot of good will, which is however not present in Slovenian 

politics right now. That is why I dared to bring up a problem at such an important 

conference, which also affects the Roma community in Slovenia. 

 

PROPOSAL FOR SUPPLEMENTING THE SOCIAL LEGISLATION (personal reflection) 

1. Social entrepreneurship 

2. The responsibility of recipients of social transfers to the government (taxpayers) 

3. The partial withdrawal of the privilege of non-payment of penalties 

4. Setting criteria of contribution of the beneficiaries in the amount of social transfers 

5. The reinforcement of personnel at Centres for Social Work in areas where larger 

Roma communities are settled 

6. Motivation of the beneficiaries of social transfers to find solutions 

 

 



Some EU countries have already been intensely thinking about developments in the 

social legislation and are implementing novelties in the system, therefor we should 

consider this in our country as well. 

 

I am concluding my contribution to the conference with the famous Chinese proverb 

that says that when you want to help somebody in need, rather than giving him a 

fish, help him by teaching him to fish, so tomorrow he will be able to take care for 

himself and his family. 

 

27 November 2015                                               Janez Doltar 

 

 

 

 


